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Tab 1 Addendum to the Liberty Common School Charter of 1997

A Resolution of the Board of Directors of

Liberty Common School

Whereas: The Liberty Common School (LCS) Board of Directors desires to add a third track of
K-9™ grade and three tracks of 10", 11" and 12" grades to its current K-9 program, and;

Whereas: The purpose of completing our high school program is to offer high school education
that is college preparatory in nature, specifically builds on the Core Knowledge curriculum,
effectively continues to foster the reading, writing, mathematical and thinking skills particular to
Liberty’s current offering, continues the Liberty approach to character education, is small in size,
extends the economics, history, science and mathematics foundation that Liberty has established,
and makes use of learning opportunities inherent in the thinking framework currently employed
at Liberty, and;

Whereas: This request is at the behest of Liberty parents and BOD who believe, through the
experience of Liberty graduates, that current PSD offerings do not adequately build on the Core
Knowledge Sequence provided at Liberty, and;

Whereas: Ninety percent of our parents expressed interest in expanding LCS to include a
Liberty Common High School in a fall 2008 survey, and;

Whereas: The Poudre School District has reconfigured grade distributions, resulting in
restrictions to choice enrollment at the high school level due to overcrowding; and,

Whereas: The LCS Board of Directors, pursuant to its Charter contract of 2002, lines 147-149,
requested, on March 31, 2008, to add a third track of K-6" grade and 10™, 11™, and 12" grades to
its school, and;

Whereas: LCS and PSD have corresponded in good faith on this request;

Therefore: The Liberty Common School Board of Directors hereby submits this Addendum to
the Liberty Common School Charter and Contract for approval by the PSD Board of Education,
February 19, 2009.

>=79-0F

—
David Kleen, Chairman eff Webb) Sécretary

Dated February 19, 2009




Proposed Addendum
to
Charter School Contract

Addendum to Contract dated this day of , 2009, is made and entered into
the Poudre School District Board of Education (PSD) and Board of Directors of Liberty
Common School (LCS)

Whereaghe parties entered into the contract dated August 13, 2001 which contract includes, by
incorporation the charter application (togeth

Whereas the parties desire to provide and addendum to the contract,

Now therefore in considetiah of their mutual promises contained therein, the parties agree that
the contract should be amended as follows:

1. Wherever K9 is mentioned, KL2 shall be substituted.
2. Liberty Common School will be constituted of three tracks of gradd K



Alf Liberty Common wishes to add additional grade

they shall submit an addendum to the Application
outlining the request, and the parties shall negotiat
i n good f ai t h 0-148 ofthesLtberty u
Common School (LCS) contract. This charter wa
originally granted through Poudre School District
(PSD) in 1997 and renewed in 2001. Herein we
present a complete iAdde
Application. o After ouff
request of the PSD administration, we address the
pertinent areas identified through amiable
correspondence. Also included are course
descriptions.

—F

fAln authorizing charter
schools, it is the intent of
the denenal@ssembis 7
create a legitimate avenue
for parents, teachers, and
community members to
take responsible risks and
Brebts Rbw tifhovdtive Eand
mdreoflexiBid Wayd of d U €
educatingall children
within the public school
systema

Colorado Charter Schools Act

Our request in broad outlinetis add grades 10, 11 and 1@ a deliberate year by year

CS Ch

st,

progressive fasbin. Such a schedule will allow for responsible planning and collaboration of
every kind for LCS and PSD. We request three tracks of 30 students each or 90 students per
grade level for gradesi712 and the expansion of the elementary program by oneftiaak
total of three tracks with 90 students per grade level-6f K
The Liberty Common School community has considered this expansion so that it may offer
an education that:
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s responsive to the high community dentand
Is college preparatory in natdre
Specifically builds on the Core Knowledge curriculum

Effectively continues to foster the reading, writing, mathematical and thinking skills

particular to Libertyos

current

Continues the Liberty approach to character education

Is small in size

Expands the economics and history foundation that Liberty has established
Is responsive to the contemporary research and recommendations of these authorities:
0 The Colorado Department of Educati@raduation Guidelines Development

Council, 2008

o NationalCharter School Policy Forum Report, 2008

o National Mathematics Advisory Panel, 2008

o0 The American Diploma Projedgnglish and Mathematics Graduation

Requirements2004

o The Education Commission of the Statgsience and Mathematics Graduation

Requirements2007

Charter schools serve to incubate ideas in the world of education reform. LCS has
provided an outstanding education model from which positive changes have come to the PSD for
s ¢ h ore Knowledge Samlience,a d o

year s. As the first

lsee

Appendi x fALottery Summaryo

23ee Tab II- General Outline of Coursemk
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LCS has led the way for more than 80 Core Knowledge schools in Colpiracioding several

i n Northern Col orado. Li berty Common School
landscape. LCS has demonstrated a successdidemic and business model in its operation and
serves as a model school to many who seek the same success. LCS has been recognized
consistently on a state and national level, and is arguably among the most successful public
schools in the natioff.

The d/namic and innovative LCS community now introduces a new high school concept,
Liberty Common High School (LCHS). The proposal comes
i n response to PSDO06s grade reco
educational est ablcreatigment 6s e mp
American hidn school® This emphasis begins to shift the
focus of high school from the sefttualization of the student
to the i mportance of the attain
curricul umeémaarcd rfi énithese phcases. 0
are well known to the Core Knowledge community and are
now being adopted by the mainstream education
establishment. Col oradods Depa
r e p oThe fellpwin{ characteristics describe a [high
school] core curriculum:

1 Itis standards based;

1 It completes the standartdsised curriculum that

begins in preschool and moves through the entire system;
1 Itis academic and focused on 21st Century skills;
T 1t is the primary focus %f the first few vy

AWIi th hundre
successful charter schools
now in operationit

should be a national
priority to replicate these
schoolsin order to serve

as many children as
possible with their
effective mo

- United States Department of
Education, 2008

Liberty Common High School will build upon the standabdsed instruction delivered
through Liberty Common School and the Core Knowledge Sequence. In addition to a core
humanities program, it will have enhanced math and science requirements. There will be much
more emphasis on academic rigor in the proposed high school than what is the norm in

mai nstream American high schools; such an emp
redefining high dorRomlewi 8 Rdlsof @adoinclade 21st cen
Rel evance, Rel ationships, and Ri @dotudent These
Respons’i bility.?o

Many education groups have endeavored to define the future of the American high
school. TheAmerican Diploma Project (ADP) suggedtat a culturally meaningful and relevant
high school diploma is paramount. This concern reflects both problems of vertical alignment at
all levels of education as well as the significance of attaining a high school diploma.

% Seehttp://coreknowledge.org/CK/schools/schools_list.htm#CO

* See Tab IV Recognitions.

®See Tab IV, Colorado Growth Model Charts

®Rei magining High School in Colorado: Report of Governo
May 1, 2008.

" Ibid, page 2.

8 |bid, page 9.

° Ibid, page 5.



http://coreknowledge.org/CK/schools/schools_list.htm#CO

Although high school gradtion requirements are established state by state, a high

school diploma should represent a common currency nationwide. Families move across
state lines, students apply to colleges outside their own state and employers hire people

from across the countryStates owe it to their students to set expectations for high school
graduates that are portable to other states. The ADP benchmarks can help make this
portability a reality. States that adopt these benchmarks will have a ready and

persuasive answer fatudents when theyaskWhy do | have t®8 | earn

Liberty Common School believes high school should prephstudents for college
admission.We know sudents nght not be committed to collegemmediatelyafter graduation
from high sclool, but theycannotgo back and take more high school credits once they decide.
Currenttymany Local Edwucation Authorities (LEAOGS),
minimumhigh school graduation requirements that fail to meefrtimnumentrance
requirements for incoming freshman in their very own state universities.paiadigm is the
focus of much policy discussion today. States are establishing vattgrainent committees of
alltypeswithjef i ght er soundi@Qdacrdhegme ctokeciPs wil
accomplish over the long term what Liberty Commonddtiand Liberty Common High School
propose to do nowully prepare children for any collegethrough their high-school
experience

The LCHS curriculum will require four years each of study in math, science, English and
social studies, as welk three years of study in a foreign language. Students will have the option
of taking AP courses in all of the disciplines, but no AP courses will be required for graduation.
Liberty Common High School will be marketed as a school with an enrichéxl seeétnce and
engineering focus based in part on the graduation requirements. (Partial comparison of
requirements below)

PSD minimum LCHS Minimum
Math 20 hours 40 hours
Science 20 hours 40 hours
Humanities 30 hours 40 hours
Social Studies 35hours 40 hours
Foreign Language¢ Not required 30 hours
TOTAL CORE 105 hours 190 hours

Regarding the math sequence, careful consideration was given to the recommendations of
the National Mathematics Advisory Panel. The hildbon, bipartisan Department of
Educationcommissioned panel suggests that mathematics curriculum should be vertically
aligned from early elementary school through high school with a clear focus on the attainment of
the computational skills, number sense, and math factraticty as these skills relate to
Algebra. The panel also suggests that high school students should be taught Algebra, Geometry
and Algebra Il. Research indicates that students who complete mathematics studies in high
school through Algebra Il were molikely to enroll in a fouryear collegé? The science

9 The American Diploma Project, Ready or Not: Creating a High School Diploma ThatsCa064
" poudre School District, PolidyIKF i Graduation Requirements
12 United States Department of Education, Final Report of The National Mathematics Advisory Panel, 2008
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curriculum was influenced by the Education Co
sequence, which programs Biology, Chemistry and Physics sequetitialliraditional

matriculation will avail @ach student the option of taking AP Chemistry, AP Physics or both

during their 12-grade year.

Student assessment is a primary focus in t
schools.

The Council believes assessments are a powerful toahbatd be used more

often than just at the end of a learning process. Too often in our education
system, assessments are only cumulative or summative and not formative. As
standards are developed and implemented, they should be supported by formative
asessments that help teachers design interventions to support student mastery of
standards™

The programs already in place at LCS and proposed for LCHS have accomplished many
of the goals represented in the Colorado Growth Mad&ICS has shown the power of data
driveninstructional methodologies. By integrating multiple measuring tools, LCS has developed
a system of accountability that is both deep and wide.
Liberty Common School contracts with Alpine Data AThe gener a
Management to chart each t Udsto®reateds alfemic g
quartile(4-times more discrete than CSAP reports.) The §| atmosphere in Colorado's

assessment is developed using the data provided by CS|P.  pyplic school system
Additionally, LCS subscribes to the Northwest Evaluatio where research and
Association (NWEA) testing service, which provides statg development in
aligned adaptive tests of studestfprmance. Taken in the developing different
fall and again in the spring, these tests help administratolg  |earning opportunities is
and teachers gauge student performance with twice the actively. p
intervention points as schools relying on CSAP alone. Colorado Charter Schools Act

Liberty Common School notified PSD of our intent
to expanl on March 31, 2008. Through correspondence between the two boards, PSD raised the
four concerns regarding the expansion request from LCS: increased accessibility, traffic
mitigation, contract issues and financing arrangements contemplative of a possd/iaib
levy in 2010. While issue resolution was not the goal of those correspondences, on June 19,
2008, Liberty Common School proposed forwarding an addendum to the existing contract
bet ween PSD and LCS which was responsive to P

1. Increasd accessibility
1 This issue is addressed below specifically as it relates to C.R-30.2204(3). We
are in agreement in our combined desire f
isi gnat ur €° Lipbertp @mman Schaol would enthusiastically woitk w
PSD to increase the availability of our signature programs to more PSD families.

13 The Education Commission of the Sta®sience and Mathematics Graduatiom&eements, 2007

“Rei maging High School in Colorado: Report of Governor
May 1, 2008.

15 Seehttp://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeassess/growthehhtml

®See Tab IV, Letter from PSD to LCS May 29, 2008



http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeassess/growthmodel.html

This could occur through consultation with PSD 4itessed management schools

about Libertydéds success, increased Distri
curriculum, Distict provided transportation options for families who are accepted

through the lottery process, but who cannot attend due to accessibility ¥5sues.

2. Traffic mitigation
1 Liberty Common School has developed comprehensive approaches to this issue, at
the behst of the City of Fort Collins. During our latest addition, the school added a
drive-through pickup and dropoff lane through the campus. This improvement has
substantially mitigated the traffic baackps on Sharp Point Road. If an enrollment
increase wa agreed upon, Liberty Common would continue to work with the City on
our traffic flow arrangements.

3. Contract

1 Liberty Common School maintains this expansion request is an addendum to our
current contract, not a renegotiation of the existing contract.s Buard has earlier
(2002) been approved for an expansion by the PSD Board. Liberty Common School
is aware of the unfortunate difficulties surrounding the recent renegotiation of the
contract between Ridgeview Classical Schools and ¥$iherty Common &hool
encourages the PSD Board of Education to counsel the PSD administration to
entertain this addendum with the spirit of cooperation and civility fostered by the
board.

4. Financing
T Liberty Common School continues to be en
include ourstudents in the 2010 bond/mill levy discussions. The offereplupdr
percentage of both revenue generating initiatives is acceptable.

Additionally, on June 19, 2008, LCS offered to forward a proposal that would provide the
following information:

1. An updated mission statement of the charter school to include students in grades 10, 11 and
12, which wil|l be consistent with the princi
as set forth in C.R.S. 220.5102 (2) and (3).
1 The mission of the existifgndergarten through ®grade remains unchanged.
Namely, the mission of the school will be to provide excellence and fairness in
education for school children through a common foundation by successfully teaching
a contextual body of organized knowledge, the skills of learmiolyding higher
order thinking, and the values of a democratic society. The School recognizes the
value of inclusiveness, or providing access to a broad cross section of the community,
so that stwudents from all b adutatponab unds c an
offering. The School acknowledges the leadership of teachers in the classroom, and
recognizes the responsibility of each student for his/her academic effort.
1 The mission of Liberty Common High School is to assist parents in preparing their
children for college.

”See Tab IV, Letter from LCS to PSD June 19, 2008
18 Seehttp://www.courts.state.co.us/Courts/Court_of Appeals/opinion/2008/2008q4/07¢ca0292. pdf
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2. The goals, objectives and pupil performance standards to be achieved by the charter schools
grades 10, 11 and 12.

1 Students in grades 112 will take the CSAP exams and ACT as per State and PSD
current requirements. Liberty Commorh8aol also contracts with the Northwest
Evaluation Service testing program for adaptive testing as well as Alpine Data
Management for discrete longitudinal analysis of CSAP data. The goals, objectives
and pupil performance standards remain the same as@& as noted in current
contract.

3. Evidence of adequate support of grades 10, 11, and 12 as well as for the expansion of grades
K-9.
1 Ninety percerf of our parents expressed interestiberty Common High School
when surveyed ithe fall of 2008. Liberty Common School has maintained a strong
waiting list for many years. In January, 2009, there were over 1,200 students on the
lottery/waiting list.

4. A description of the charter schools grade 10, 11 and 12 educational programs.
1 Course descriptions which comply with PSD high school graduation requirements
and Colorado Content Standards are attached.

5. A description of the plan for evaluating pupil performance, the types of assessments to be
used to measure student progress,mndedures for taking corrective action for students in
grades 10, 11 and 12.

1 No change for elementary program, see above for a description of the testing services
used. High school students will be remediated individually in the classroom, through
student/parent contracting, and with the help of special education services.

6. Evidencethat the plan for the charter school is economically sound for the charter school and
the school district.
1 Based on current interest, the majority of LCS students will remain at Liberty
Common High Schoorl'here has been significant interest expressed by the local
home school community that could add to our enrolimantbers

7. A description of the clioagratest0,1dandd20!1 6s enr ol |
1 Consistent with C.R.S. Section@25104 (3), enrollment will be

nondiscriminatory. The ool will continue to promote fairness in admission by
utilizing a randomized lottery to select students from the waiting lists (to the extent
one exists.) Any student who has been enrolled in-®@riggram and is not on
academic probation will be matulated in the 9.2 LCHS program unless they
request otherwise. Students wishing to enter LCH$ gt&le or beyond from
another school will be asked to demonstrate broad general knowledge consistent with
background knowledge in Core Knowledge by takiri¢pore Knowledge assessment,
demonstrate adequate writing skills via a writing sample, demonstrate motivation and
willingness for the study and work required by this college preparatory program by
interview and review of applicable transcripts, consisteith existing PSD practice

9 9th Grade Reconfiguration Parent Survey Reskks 2008



for academic programs such as IB. Incoming students are offered placement in the
grade level best suited to their success.

1 No transportation will be provided for students for this school of choice. Car pools
are facilitated ly the school and several of our students ride the city bus which has a
bus stop at our site.

8. Aggregate information concerning the grade levels and current schools in which the
prospective students are enrolled

1 Bothbudgets and enroliments detailing information regarding the grade levels in
schools from which students may be transferring to LCS will be reported as per
requirement.

1 Liberty Common High School will expand in a graduated fasaftar approval from
PSD Most of the projected enroliment in thé"ifrade will come from Liberty
Common School. Because the school has not yet been apmpeeificenrollment
consequences are difficult to project.

The LCS community heartily extends this invitation to PSD for a collaboration that promises
to benefit the district the LCS families and particularly the future LCHS students.
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