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SECTION ONE: CORE KNOWLEDGE CONTENT

NOTE: These topics are taken directly from the Core Knowledge Sequence. To order your own
copy of the Sequence, contact the Core Knowledge Foundation at 1-804-977-7550 or e-mail a
request tocoreknow@coreknowledge.org. You may also want to visit the Core Knowledge web-

site at www.coreknowledge.org.

WORLD HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY
A. Geography of Asia
1. Largest and most populous continent
2. Locating China, India, and Japan
B. India
1. Hinduism
a. Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva
b. Many Holy Books including the Rig Veda
2. Buddhism
a. Prince Siddhartha becomes Buddha, the Enlightened
One
b. Buddhism begins as an outgrowth of Hinduism in India
then spreads through many countries in Asia
c. Kind Asoka
3. Geography of India
a. Indus River
b. Ganges River

C. China



Teachings of Confucius
Great Wall of China
Invention of Paper
Importance of Silk
Chinese New Year
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Geography of China
a. Yellow River (Huang He)
b. Yangtze River (Chang Jiang)

D. Geography of Japan
1. Locate Japan relative to the continent of Asia
2. “Land of the rising sun”
3. Island Nation
4. Pacific Ocean
5. Sea of Japan
6. Mount Fuji
7. Tokyo
E. Japanese Culture
1. Japanese flag
2. Big modern cities, centers of industry and business
3. Traditional craft: origami
4. Traditional costume: kimono

LANGUAGE ARTS

|. Fiction
A. The Blind Men and the Elephant (Indian Folktale)
B. How the Camel Got His Hump (Rudyard Kipling)
C. The Magic Paintbrush (Chinese Folktale)
D. The Tiger, the Brahman, and the Jackal (Indian Folktale)
E. The Tongue Cut Sparrow. (Japanese Folktale)
F. Charlotte’s Web

[I.Sayings and Phrases
A. Eaten out of house and home.
B. Get a taste of your own medicine.
C. Two heads are better than one.
D. Cold fee



lll. Poetry

A. Hurt No Living Thing

B. Bee! I'm Expecting You!
C. Caterpillars

D. Discovery

SCIENCE
A. Life Cycles
1. The life cycle: birth, growth, reproduction, death
2. Reproduction in plants and animals
a. Seed to seed with plants
b. Egg to egg with chickens
c. Frog to frog
d. Butterfly to butterfly
B. Insects
1. All insects have distinguishing characteristics.
2. Complete and incomplete metamorphosis.
3. Social and Solitary Insects
4. Insects can be helpful or harmful.



SECTION TWO: THINKING FRAMEWORK

It is not enough to acquire knowledge. The ability to see patterns and analyze facts
is necessary to be able to influence and improve the world around us. At Liberty,
progressive thinking skills, unique to each discipline, are used to guide young people
in applying discernment to knowledge (from the LCS website. In the 2" grade, most of
our lesson planning utilizes the teaching of Knowledge and find Patterns. On occasion, we do
some work with Modeling and Creativity. Below you will find the content and skills being taught
this month. Each item is labeled, utilizing the key above, to inform you which pieces of the
Thinking Framework are being utilized.

KEY:

K: Knowledge

P: Patterns

M: Modeling

C: Creativity

MM: Mapping/Mental Modeling

CONTENT:
WORLD HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY
A. Geography of Asia: K
1. Largest and most populous continent: K, P
2. Locating China, India, and Japan: K, P
B. India
1. Hinduism: K
a. Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva: K
b. Many Holy Books including the Rig Veda: K
2. Buddhism
a. Prince Siddhartha becomes Buddha, the Enlightened
One: K
b. Buddhism begins as an outgrowth of Hinduism in India
then spreads through many countries in Asia: K, P
c. Kind Asoka: K
3. Geography of India
a. Indus River: K
b. Ganges River: K

C. China
1. Teachings of Confucius: K, P
2. Great Wall of China: K



3. Invention of Paper: K
4. Importance of Silk: K, P
5. Chinese New Year: K

6. Geography of China
c. Yellow River (Huang He): K
d. Yangtze River (Chang Jiang): K

C. Geography of Japan
1. Locate Japan relative to the continent of Asia: K
2. “Land of the rising sun” : K, P
3. Island Nation: K
4. Pacific Ocean: K
5. Sea of Japan: K
6. Mount Fuji: K
7. Tokyo: K
D. Japanese Culture
1. Japanese flag: K, P
2. Big modern cities, centers of industry and business: K
3. Traditional craft: origami: K, P, M
4. Traditional costume: kimono: K, P

LANGUAGE ARTS

l. Fiction
A. The Blind Men and the Elephant (Indian Folktale): K, P
B. How the Camel Got His Hump (Rudyard Kipling): K, P
C. The Magic Paintbrush (Chinese Folktale): K, P
D. The Tiger, the Brahman, and the Jackal (Indian Folktale: )K,
P
E. The Tongue Cut Sparrow. (Japanese Folktale): K, P
F. Charlotte’'s Web: K, P, M

Il Sayings and Phrases
A. Eaten out of house and home.: K, P
B. Get a taste of your own medicine.: K, P
C. Two heads are better than one.: K, P
D. Cold feet. K, P



lll.  Poetry
A. Hurt No Living Thing: K, P
B. Bee! I'm Expecting You!: K, P
C. Caterpillars: K, P
D. Discovery: K, P

SCIENCE
A. Life Cycles
1. The life cycle: birth, growth, reproduction, death: K, P
2. Reproduction in plants and animals
a. Seed to seed with plants: K, P
b. Egg to egg with chickens: K, P
c. Frogtofrog: K, P
d. Butterfly to butterfly K, P
B. Insects
1. All insects have distinguishing characteristics.: K, P
2. Complete and incomplete metamorphosis.: K, P
3. Social and Solitary Insects: K, P
4. Insects can be helpful or harmful.: K, P



SECTION THREE: CHARACTER EDUCATION

At Liberty Common School, we believe the best ways to teach Character Education are through
modeling our Foundation Stones and relating our Foundation Stones to the content and skills that
we teach.

|. Respect

Showing consideration for others and their property; listening to and following
instructions of those in authority; honoring others, following the Golden Rule; being
courteous and polite.

A. Obeying classroom rules.

B. Bowing is a sign of respect in many Asian countries.

C. The husband in The Tongue Cut Sparrow demonstrated
respect for his friend, the sparrow, by not trying to take
advantage of the sparrow’s good nature.

D. The poem, Hurt No Living Thing, encourages us to respect

nature.

Il. Responsibility

Doing what we have said we will do; being accountable for our actions and
consequences because we know right from wrong,; being dependable and reliable;
not making excuses or blaming

A. Taking responsibility for one’s own work.

B. Turning in nightly homework.

C. King Asoka took responsibility for making things better for his
people.

lll. Citizenship

Using the rights and privileges one has a member of the community to make that
community a better place; being socially responsible; obeying the laws and rules;
doing one's part for the common good; respect authority; helping your community
by volunteering service.

A. Participating, when asked, in classroom chores.

B. Confucius had many ideas about how everyone can contribute
to a better community.

C. King Asoka used his wealth and power to build hospitals for
people and animals.

V. Cooperation




Listening and paying attention to others, sharing and taking turns, doing a fair share
of the work, acknowledging the contributions of others; serving others with patience
and a positive attitude; working well with others.

A. Being a productive member of a group.

B. Lining up quickly and quietly for the benefit of the class.

C. Many people had to cooperate to build the Great Wall of
China.

D. In The Blind Men and the Elephant, the men cooperate to
determine what an elephant is really like.

V. Self-Control Being rational - acting out of reason, not anger; knowing the
difference between what you have a right to do and what is right to do; being in
control of yourself, not letting others influence your decision as to what is right or
wrong; being disciplined,; having power over what you do.

A. Solving our problems with words and good strategies.
B. Demonstrating good decision making sKkills.
C. Buddha taught others to show self-control and non-violence.

VI. Integrity Knowing the difference between right and wrong and having the
courage to do what is right, even when it is not easy to do so; living up to the

highest ethical standard not compromising one's value; building and guarding your
reputation.

A. Telling the truth and accepting consequences.

VI. Perseverance Ssticking to a purpose and never giving up on what one has to

do; being determined to improve,; being committed to justice; not leaving things
unfinished; striving for excellence.

A. Continuing to try and developing an attitude of ‘Il have yet to
get this” as opposed to “I don’t get it”.

B. Learning the value of collecting as much knowledge as
possible because it might be useful someday. (Gem story)



SECTION FOUR: HABITS OF MIND

The Habits of Mind for History and Science were specifically designed to take students well
beyond formal skills of critical thinking, to help them through their own learning to:

. HISTORY

A. Understand the significance of the past to their own lives.

B. Perceive past events and issues as they were experienced by
the people at the time, to develop historical empathy as
opposed to present-mindedness

C. Understand how things happen and how things change, how
human intentions matter, but also how their consequences
are shaped by the means of carrying them out, in a tangle of
purpose and process.

D. Appreciate the often-tentative nature of judgments about the
past.

E. Recognize the importance of individuals who have made a
difference in history, and the significance of personal character
for both good and ill.

F. Appreciate the force of the non-rational, and the accidental in
history and human affairs.

G. Appreciate the relationship between geography and history
and a matrix of time and place, and as context for events.

II. SCIENCE

A. Raise questions about the world around them and be willing
to
seek answers to some of them by making careful

observations and trying things out.

B. Use whole numbers and simple, everyday fractions in
ordering, counting, identifying, measuring, and describing
things and experiences.

C. Readily give sums and differences of single digit numbers.

D. Explain to other students how they go about solving numerical
problems.

E. Describe and compare things in terms of number, shape,
texture, size, weight, color, and motion.

A. Draw pictures that correctly portray at least some features of
the things being described.




B.

Ask, How do you know? in appropriate situations and attempt
reasonable answers.

SECTION FIVE: STATE STANDARDS

The Colorado Model Content Standards are standards outline what students should know and be
able to do. They integrate knowledge, skills, and perspectives that will remain useful throughout
their lives. If you are interested in learning more about the Colorado Model Content Standards,
please visit the Colorado Department of Education website:
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeassess/UAS/currentstandards.html

Standards that are being covered this month are highlighted in bold print.

|. History
A. Students understand the chronological organization of history and

Know how to organize events and people into major eras to identify
and explain historical relationships.

Students know how to use the processes and resources of
historical inquiry.

Students understand that societies are diverse and have changed
over time.

Students understand how science, technology, and economic
activity have developed, changed, and affected societies
throughout history.

Students understand political institution and theories that have
developed and changed over time.

. Students know that religious and philosophical ideas have been

powerful forces throughout history.

Il. Geography

A.

Students know how to use and construct maps, globes, and others
geographic tools to locate and derive information about people,

places,

B.

and environments.

Students know how the physical and human characteristics of
places and use this knowledge to define and study regions and
their patterns of change.

Students understand how physical processes shape Earth’s
surface patterns and systems.

Students understand how economic, political, cultural, and social
processes interact to shape patterns of human populations,
interdependence, and importance of resources.

Students understand the effects of interactions between human
and physical systems and the changes in meaning, use,
distribution, and importance of resources.

Students apply knowledge of people, places, and environments to


http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeassess/UAS/currentstandards.html

understand the past and present and to plan for the future.

lll. Reading and Writing

A. Students read and understand a variety of materials.

B. Students write and speak for a variety of purposes and
audiences.

C. Students write and speak using conventional grammar,
usage, sentence structure, punctuation, capitalization,
and spelling

D. Students apply thinking skills to their reading, writing,
speaking, listening, and viewing.

E. Students read to locate, select, and make use of relevant
information from a variety of media reference, and
technological sources.

F. Students read and recognize literature as a record of
human experience.

IV. Science

A. Students apply the processes of scientific investigation
and design, conduct, and communicate about, and
evaluate such investigations

B. Physical Science: Students know and understand common
properties, forms, and changes in matter and energy.

C. Life Science: Students know and understand the
characteristics and structure of living thing, the
processes of live, and how living things interact with
each other and the environment.

V. Mathematics

A. Students develop humber sense and use numbers and
number relationships in problem-solving situations and
communicate the reasoning sued | solving these
problems.

B. Students use algebraic methods to explore, model, and
describe patterns and functions involving numbers,
shapes, data, and graphs in problem-solving situations
and communicate the reasoning used in solving these
problems.

C. Students use data collection and analysis, statistics, and
probability in problem-solving situations and
communicate the reasoning used in solving these



problems.

. Students use geometric concepts, properties, and
relationships in problem-solving situations and
communicate the reasoning used in solving these
problems.

. Students use a variety of tools and techniques to
measure, apply the results in problem-solving situations,
and communicate the reasoning used | solving these
problems.

. Students link concepts and procedures as they develop
and use computations techniques including estimation,
mental arithmetic, paper-and pencil, calculators, and
computers, in problem-solving situations and
communicate the reasoning used in solving these
problems.



